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TONGA TREATY COLLECTION 2023  

ARRANGED IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 
 

The chronological treaty collection is arranged in chronological order based on the year in which 

the treaty1 was concluded. The table is divided into the year, the date, the title of the treaty. It is 

important to note that all these treaties have the force of law in Tonga. The date in which the Treaty 

had effect in Tonga will vary and is clearly set out in the alphabetical table. A copy of treaties can 

be obtained from the Attorney General’s Office. 

 

 

DATE OF 

CONCLUSION 

 

TREATY 

 

1855 Jan 9 Convention of Peace and Friendship between France and Tonga, signed 

at Nuku‘alofa. Effective in Tonga on this same date.  

 

1876 Nov 1  Treaty of Friendship between Germany and Tonga, signed at Nuku‘alofa 

. Effective in Tonga on the same date. both countries on this same date.  

 

1879 Nov 29 Treaty of Friendship between Great Britain and Tonga, signed at 

Nuku‘alofa, 29 November 1879. Effective  in Tonga on this same date.  

 

1886  Sep 9 Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works2, 

concluded in Berne. Effective in Tonga on 14 June 2001. 

 Oct 2 Treaty of Amity, Commerce and Navigation between Tonga and the 

United States, signed at Nuku‘alofa. Effective in Tonga on this same 

date.  

 

1891 Jun 2 Agreement between Great Britain and Tonga relative to the Trial of 

British Subjects by the Tongan Courts, signed at Nuku‘alofa. Effective 

in Tonga on this same date. 

 
1 Note that there are different terms which define an international agreement. It can be treaty, convention, agreement, 

etc. For the purpose of this collection we will use the word Treaty as covering all of the binding agreements Tonga is 

a party to, whether bilateral or multilateral. 
2 Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic works of September 9, 1886, completed at Paris on May 

4, 1896, revised at Berlin on November 13, 1908, completed at Berne on March 20, 1914, and revised at Rome on 

June, 1928, at Brussels on June 26, 1948, at Stockholm on July 14, 1967, and at Paris on July 24, 1971; and amended 

on October 2, 1979 
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1900 May 18 Treaty of Amity between Great Britain and Tonga, signed at Nuku‘alofa. 

Effective in Tonga on this same date..  

 

1905 Oct 21 Convention between the Commonwealth of Australia and the Kingdom 

of Tonga concerning the Exchange of Money Orders, concluded in 

Melbourne. Effective in Tonga on 1 January 1906. Terminated on 11 

December 1992 pursuant to Article 18. 

 

1919 June 28 Constitution of the International Labour Organization3, concluded in 

Versailles. Effective in Tonga on 24 February 2016. 

 

1923 Nov 3 International Convention relating to the Simplification of Customs 

Formalities, concluded in Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 11 November 

1977.  

 

1925  Feb 19 International Opium Convention, concluded in Geneva. Effective in 

Tonga on 4 June 1970. 

 

 Feb 19 Protocol to the International Opium Convention, concluded in Geneva. 

Effective in Tonga on 5 September 1973. 

 

 Jun 17 Protocol for the Prohibition of the use in war of asphyxiating, poisonous 

or other gases, and of bacteriological methods of warfare, concluded in 

Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 4 June 1970. 

 

1929 Oct 12 Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules relating to International 

Carriage by Air (the Warsaw Convention), concluded in Warsaw. 

Effective for Tonga on 4 June 1970 

 

1930 Jun 7 Convention on the Stamp Laws in connection with Bills of Exchange 

and Promissory Notes, concluded in Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 2 

February 1972.  

 

1931 Mar 19 Convention on the Stamp Laws in connection with Cheques, concluded 

in Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 2 February 1972. 

 

 
3 The original text of the Constitution, established in 1919 as Part III of the Treaty of Versail, has been modified by 

the amendment of 1922 which entered into force on 4 June 1934; the Instrument of Amendment of 1945 which entered 

into force on 26 September 1946; the Instrument of Amendment of 1946 which entered into force on 20 April 1948; 

the Instrument of Amendment of 1953 which entered into force on 20 May 1954; the Instrument of Amendment of 

1962 which entered into force on 22 May 1963; the Instrument of Amendment of 1972 which entered into force on 1 

November 1974; and the Instrument of Amendment of 1997 which entered into force on 8 October 2015. 
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 Dec 10 British Commonwealth Merchant Shipping Agreement, concluded in 

London. Effective in Tonga on 30 September 1978. 

 

1936 Nov 6 Procès-verbal relating to the Rules of Submarine Warfare set forth in 

Part IV of the Treaty of London of April 22nd, 1930, concluded in 

London. Effective in Tonga on 1 July 1971. 

 

1944 Jul 22 Articles of Agreement of the International Monetary Fund, concluded in 

Bretton Woods, New Hampshire. Effective in Tonga on 13 September 

1985. 

 

 Dec 7 Convention on International Civil Aviation (Chicago Convention), 

concluded in Chicago. Effective in Tonga on 2 December 1984 

 

   

   

1945 Oct 16 Constitution of the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United 

Nations, concluded in Quebec. Effective in Tonga on 30 March 1951. 

 

 Nov 16 Constitution of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization, concluded in London. Effective in Tonga on 29 

September 1980. 

 

1946 Jul 22 Constitution of the World Health Organization, concluded in New York. 

Effective in Tonga on 14 August 1975. 

 

 Sep 7 Agreement for the establishment of a south pacific health service made 

between the government of New Zealand (in respect of the New Zealand 

Island territories including western samoa), the Government of Fiji and 

the western pacific high commission, concluded in Wellington. 

Effective for Tonga on this same date.  

 

1947 May 27 Protocol Relating to an Amendment to the Convention on International 

Civil Aviation, Article 93bis, concluded in Montreal. Effective in Tonga 

on 5 February 2002. 

   

 Oct 11 Convention of the World Meteorological Organization, concluded in 

Washington on 11 October 1947. Effective in Tonga on 17 March 1976. 

 

 Nov 21 Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized 

Agencies, concluded in New York. Effective in Tonga on 17 March 

1976. 

 



4 
 

DATE OF 

CONCLUSION 

 

TREATY 

 

1948 Mar 6 Convention on the International Maritime Organization, concluded in 

Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 23 February 2000. 

 

 Jun 21 Annex III — International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) — to the 

Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized 

Agencies, concluded in Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 17 March 1976. 

 

 Jul 10 Annex I — International Labour Organisation (ILO) — to the 

Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized 

Agencies, concluded in San Francisco. Effective in Tonga on 17 March 

1976.  

 

 Nov 19 Protocol Bringing under International Control Drugs Outside the Scope 

of the Convention of 13 July 1931 for Limiting the Manufacture and 

Regulating the Distribution of Narcotic Drugs, as amended by the 

Protocol signed at Lake Success, New York, on 11 December 1946. 

Concluded in Paris. Effective in Tonga on 4 June 1970. 

 

 Nov 29 Annex II — Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

(FAO) — to the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the 

Specialized Agencies, concluded in Washington. Effective in Tonga on 

17 March 1976. 

 

 Dec 9 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 

Genocide, concluded in Paris. Effective in Tonga on 16 May 1972. 

 

1949 Feb 7 Annex IV — United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) — to the Convention on the Privileges and 

Immunities of the Specialized Agencies, concluded in Paris. Effective 

in Tonga on 17 March 1976. 

 

 May 25 Annex VIII — Universal Postal Union (UPU) — to the Convention on 

the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies, concluded in 

Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 17 March 1976. 

 

 Aug 12 Geneva Convention for the amelioration of the condition of the wounded 

and sick in armed forces in the field, concluded in Geneva. Effective in 

Tonga on 4 June 1970. 

 

 Aug 12 Geneva Convention relative to the protection of civilian persons in time 

of war, concluded in Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 4 June 1970. 
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 Aug 12 Geneva Convention for the amelioration of the condition of the 

wounded, sick and shipwrecked members of the armed forces at sea, 

concluded in Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 4 June 1970. 

 

 Aug 12 Geneva Convention relative to the treatment of prisoners of war, 

concluded in Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 4 June 1970.  

 

   

1950 Oct 6 Annex IX — International Telecommunication Union (ITU) — to the 

Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized 

Agencies, concluded in Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 17 March 1976. 

 

 Nov 22 Agreement on the Importation of Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Materials, concluded in Lake Success, New York. Effective for Tonga 

on 11 November 1977. 

 

1951 Apr 17 Annex XI — World Meteorological Organization (WMO) — to the 

Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized 

Agencies, concluded in Paris. Effective in Tonga on 17 March 1976. 

 

   

 Jun 11 Agreement for the continued Operation of a South Pacific Health 

Service made between the Government of New Zealand, The 

Government of Fiji and The Western Pacific High Commission 

concluded in Wellington. Effective in Tonga on 11 June 1951. 

   

 Dec 6 International Plant Protection Convention, concluded in Rome. 

Effective in Tonga on 23 November 2005. 

 

   

1952 May 10 International Convention relating to the arrest of seagoing ships, 

concluded in Brussels. Effective in Tonga on 13 December 1978. 

 

 May 10 International Convention for the unification of certain rules relating to 

penal jurisdiction in matters of collision or other incidents of navigation, 

concluded in Brussels. Effective in Tonga on 13 December 1978. 

 

 Nov 7 International Convention to Facilitate the Importation of Commercial 

Samples and Advertising Material, concluded in Geneva. Effective in 

Tonga on 11 November 1977.  

 

1954 Jun 4 Convention concerning Customs Facilities for Touring, concluded in 

New York. Effective in Tonga on 11 November 1977. 
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 Jun 4 Additional Protocol to the Convention concerning Customs Facilities for 

Touring, relating to the Importation of Tourist Publicity Documents and 

Material, concluded in New York. Effective in Tonga on 11 November 

1977. 

 

 Jun 4 Customs Convention on the Temporary Importation of Private Road 

Vehicles, concluded in New York. Effective in Tonga on 11 November 

1977. 

 

 Jun 14 Protocol Relating to an Amendment to the Convention on International 

Civil Aviation (Article 45). Effective in Tonga on 5 February 2002.  

 

 Jun 14 Protocol relating to an Amendment to the Convention on International 

Civil Aviation (Articles 48(a), 49(e) and 61). Effective in Tonga on 5 

February 2002. 

 

1955 Sep 28 Protocol to Amend the Warsaw Convention of 1929, concluded in the 

Hague (the Hague Protocol). Effective in Tonga on 22 May 1977. 

   

   

1956 Feb 27 Plant Protection Agreement for the South-East Asia and Pacific Region, 

concluded in Rome. Effective in Tonga on 5 November 1981. 

   

 May 23 Additional Regulations amending the International Sanitary Regulations 

“World Health Organization Regulations No. 2” with respect to the 

sanitary control of pilgrim traffic, adopted by the Ninth World Health 

Assembly in Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 1 January 1957. 

 

 Oct 23 Statute of the International Atomic Energy Agency, concluded in New 

York. Effective in Tonga on 2 March 2022. 

   

   

1957 May 27 Second revised text of Annex VII – World Health Organization (WHO) 

– to the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized 

Agencies, concluded in Geneva. Effective for Tonga on 17 March 1976. 

 

 Sep 26 Agreement for the continued operation of a South Pacific Health service. 

Signed at Wellington, Apia, Suva, Nukualofa, and Honiara. Effective 

for Tonga on 15 November 1957. 
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 Oct 3 Agreement concerning insured letters and boxes (with Final Protocol 

and Detailed Regulations), concluded in Ottawa. Effective for Tonga on 

23 June 1960. 

 

 Oct 10 International Convention relating to the limitation of the liability of 

owners of sea-going ships, concluded in Brussels. Effective for Tonga 

on 13 December 1978. 

   

1958 Apr 29 Convention on Fishing and Conservation of the Living Resources of the 

High Seas. Effective in Tonga on 29 June 1971. 

 

 Apr 29 Convention on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone concluded 

in Geneva. Effective on 26 June 1971. 

 

 Apr 29 Convention on the Continental Shelf, concluded in Geneva on 29 April 

1958. Effective in Tonga on 29 June 1971. 

 

 Apr 29 Convention on the High Seas, concluded in Geneva. Effective in Tonga 

on 29 June 1971.  

 

 Jun 10 Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral 

Awards, concluded in New York. Effective in Tonga on 10 September 

2020. 

 

1960 

 

 

May 19 Additional Regulations amending the International Sanitary Regulations 

“World Health Organization Regulations No. 2”with respect to the 

Health Part of the Aircraft General Declaration, adopted by the 

Thirteenth World Health Assembly in Geneva. Effective for Tonga on 1 

January 1961.  

 

 Jun 17 International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1960 (with 

annexed Regulations), concluded in London. Effective in Tonga on 12 

July 1977. 

 

   

1961 Mar 30 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, concluded in New York. 

Effective on 4 June 1970. 

 

 Apr 18 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, concluded in Vienna. 

Effective in Tonga on 31 January 1973. 
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 Jun 21 Protocol Relating to an Amendment to the Convention on International 

Civil Aviation (Article 50(a)) 

   

 Oct 5 Convention abolishing the requirement of legalisation for foreign public 

documents4(Legislation Apostille), concluded in The Hague. Effective 

for Tonga on 28 October 1971. 

 

 Oct 5 Convention on the conflicts of laws relating to the form of testamentary 

dispositions (Form of Wills), concluded in The Hague. Effective for 

Tonga on 4 June 1970. 

 

   

1962 Sep 15 Protocol Relating to an Amendment to the Convention on International 

Civil Aviation (Article 48(a)), concluded in Rome. Effective in Tonga 

on 5 February 2002. 

 

   

1963 Apr 24 Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, concluded in Vienna. 

Effective in Tonga on 6 February 1972. 

   

 May 23 Additional Regulations amending the International Sanitary Regulations 

"World Health Organization Regulations No. 2" in particular with 

respect to notifications, adopted by the Sixteenth World Health 

Assembly in Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 1 October 1963. 

   

 Aug 5 Treaty banning nuclear weapon tests in the atmosphere, in outer space 

and under water, concluded in Moscow. Effective in Tonga on 7 July 

1971. 

 

 Sep 14 Convention on Offences and certain other Acts committed on Board 

Aircraft (Tokyo Convention), concluded in Tokyo. Effective for Tonga 

on 14 May 2002. 

   

1964 Jul 7 Constitution of the Universal Postal Union (with Final Protocol and 

annexes), concluded in Vienna. Effective in Tonga on 26 January 1972. 

 

 Sep 14 Agreement between New Zealand (in respect of New Zealand's Island 

Territories), the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

(in respect of Fiji, Western Pacific High Commission and Tonga) and 

 
4 On 6 November 1975, Tonga communicated that the Competent Authority to issue a certificate as referred to in 

Article 3 was the Secretary to Government, Prime Minister’s Office.  On 15 November 2010, a declaration was 

registered indicating that all Apostilles issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Tonga, its designated Diplomatic 

Missions are subject to an administrative fee.  
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Western Samoa for the continued operation of a South Pacific Health 

Service, concluded in Honiara. Effective in Tonga on 23 October 1964. 

 

 Sep 15 Amendments to articles 17 and 18 of the Convention on the International 

Maritime Organization, concluded in London. Effective in Tonga 6 

September 1967. 

   

   

1965 Mar 18 Convention on the settlement of investment disputes between States and 

nationals of other States, concluded in Washington. Effective in Tonga 

20 April 1990. 

 

 Apr 9 Convention on the Facilitation of International Maritime Traffic (FAL), 

concluded in London. Effective in Tonga on 17 November 2003.  

 

 May 12 Additional Regulations amending the International Sanitary Regulations 

"World Health Organization Regulations No. 2", in particular with 

respect to disinfecting of ships and aircraft and appendices 3 and 4: 

forms of the international certificates of vaccination or revaccination 

against yellow fever and against smallpox, adopted by the Eighteenth 

World Health Assembly in Geneva. Effective for Tonga on 1 January 

1966. 

   

 Dec 4 Agreement establishing the Asian Development Bank, concluded in 

Manila. Tonga participation under paragraphs (2) and (3) of Article 3 on 

29 March 1972 

   

1966 Mar 7 International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination, concluded in New York. Effective for Tonga on 17 

March 1972. 

 

 Apr 5 International Convention on Load Lines (Loadlines Convention), 

concluded in London. Effective for Tonga on 12 April 1977. 

   

1967 Jan 27 Treaty on principles governing the activities of States in the exploration 

and use of outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, 

concluded in Washington, Moscow and London (Outer Space Treaty). 

Effective in Tonga on 7 July 1971. 

 

 May 22 World Health Organization Regulations regarding nomenclature 

(including the compilation and publication of statistics) with respect to 

diseases and causes of death. Adopted by the twentieth World Health 

Assembly, at Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 6 May 1976. 
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 Jul 14 Revised Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property, 

concluded in Stockholm. Effective for Tonga on 14 June 2001. 

 

 Jul 14 Convention establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization, 

concluded in Stockholm. Effective on 14 June 2001.  

   

 Nov 3 Amendment to Article I(a) of the Plant Protection Agreement for the 

South East Asia and Pacific Region of 27 February 1956, concluded in 

Rome. Effective for Tonga on 16 August 1969. 

 

1968 Feb 23 Protocol to amend the International Convention for the unification of 

certain rules of law relating to bills of lading, signed at Brussels. 

Effective in Tonga on 13 September 1978. 

 

 Apr 22 Agreement on the rescue of astronauts, the return of astronauts and the 

return of objects launched into outer space, concluded in Moscow, 

London, and Washington (Rescue Agreement). Effective in Tonga on 7 

July 1971. 

 

 May 16 Revised text of Annex XII – International Maritime Organization (IMO) 

– to the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized 

Agencies, concluded in London. Effective in Tonga on 17 March 1976. 

 

 May 17 Agreement between the Government of the United States of America 

and the Government of the Kingdom of Tonga concerning the program 

of the Peace Corps in Tonga, Suva and Nuku’alofa. Effective in Tonga  

on 27 May 1968. 

 

 Jul 1 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of nuclear weapons, concluded in 

Washington, Moscow, and London. Effective in Tonga on 7 July 1971. 

 

 Sep 24 Protocol on the Authentic Trilingual Text of the Convention on 

International Civil Aviation 1944, concluded in Buenos Aires. Effective 

in Tonga on 2 December 1984.5 

   

1969 Jun 23 International Convention on Tonnage Measurement of Ships, concluded 

in London. Effective in Tonga on 18 July 1982. 

 

 Jul 25 International Health Regulations, concluded in Boston. Effective in 

Tonga on 14 November 1975. 

 
5 Acceptance of the Protocol on the Authentic Trilingual Text of the Chicago Convention is deemed by virtue of 

adherence to that Convention, as provided by Article V of the Protocol. 
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 Nov 14 Postal Parcels Agreement (with Final Protocol and Detailed 

Regulations), concluded in Tokyo. Effective in Tonga on 1 July 1971. 

 

 Nov 14 Additional Protocol to the Constitution of 10 July 1964, concluded in 

Tokyo. Effective in Tonga on 1 July 1971. 

 

 Nov 14 General Regulations of the Universal Postal Union, concluded in Tokyo. 

Effective in Tonga on 1 July 1971. 

 

 Nov 14 Insured letters and boxes Agreement (with Detailed Regulations), 

concluded in Tokyo. Effective in Tonga on 1 July 1971. 

 

 Nov 14 Universal Postal Convention (with Final Protocol and Detailed 

Regulations), concluded in Tokyo. Effective in Tonga on 1 July 1971. 

 

 Nov 29 International Convention relating to intervention on the high seas in 

cases of oil pollution casualties, concluded in Brussels. Effective in 

Tonga on 1 May 1996. 

 

 Nov 29 International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage, 

concluded in Brussels. Effective in Tonga on 1 May 1996. 

 

 Dec 8 Convention on special missions, concluded in New York. Effective in 

Tonga on 21 June 1985.  

 

1970 Jun 12 Constitution establishing the Pacific Islands Producers' Association, 

concluded in Suva. Effective in Tonga on 14 January 1971. 

 

 Oct 8 Basic Agreement for the provision of technical advisory assistance 

between the World Health Organization with Tonga, concluded in 

Nuku’alofa and Manila. Effective in Tonga on 8 October 1970. 

 

 Dec 16 Convention for the Suppression of unlawful seizure of aircraft, 

concluded in The Hague. (The Hague Convention) Effective in Tonga 

on 23 March 1977.  

 

1971 Feb 21 Convention on psychotropic substances, concluded in Vienna. Effective 

in Tonga on 16 August 1976. 

 

 Mar 12 Protocol Relating to an Amendment to the Convention on International 

Civil Aviation (Article 50(a)), concluded in New York. Effective in 

Tonga on 5 February 2002.  
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 Apr 22 Revised Standard Agreement between the United Nations, including the 

United Nations Industrial Development Organization and the United 

Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the International 

Labour Organisation, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization, the International Civil Aviation Organization, the World 

Health Organization, the International Telecommunication Union, the 

World Meteorological Organization, the International Atomic Energy 

Agency, the Universal Postal Union and the Inter-Governmental 

Maritime Consultative Organization, and the Government of the 

Kingdom of Tonga concerning technical assistance, concluded in 

Nuku’alofa. Effective in Tonga on 22 April 1971. 

 

 Apr 22 Standard Agreement on operational assistance between the Government 

of Tonga and DAO, IMCO, IAEA, ICAO, ILO, ITU, UN, UNCTAD, 

UNIDO, UNESCO, UPU, WHO and WMO, concluded in Nuku’alofa. 

Effective in Tonga on 22 April 1971. 

 

 Apr 22 Agreement between the United Nations Development Programme 

(Special Fund) and the Government of the Kingdom of Tonga 

concerning assistance from the United Nations Development 

Programme (Special Fund) concluded in Nuku’alofa. Effective on 22 

April 1971. 

 

 Jul 7 Protocol Relating to an Amendment to the Convention on International 

Civil Aviation (Article 56), concluded in Vienna. Effective in Tonga on 

5 February 2002. 

 

 Sep 23 Convention for the suppression of unlawful acts against the safety of 

civil aviation (Montreal Convention), concluded in Montreal. Effective 

in Tonga on 23 March 1977. 

 

 Dec 18 International Convention on the establishment of an international fund 

for compensation for oil pollution damage, concluded in Brussels. 

Effective in Tonga on 1 May 1996. 

 

1972 Mar 25 Protocol amending the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, 

concluded in Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 8 August 1975. 

 

 Apr 10 Convention on the prohibition of the development, production and 

stockpiling of bacteriological (biological) and toxin weapons and on 
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their destruction, concluded in Washington, Moscow, and London. 

Effective in Tonga on 28 September 1976. 

 

 May 30 Agreement concerning the activities of UNICEF in Tonga, concluded in 

Nuku’alofa and New York. Effective in Tonga on 27 June 1972. 

 

 Oct 20 Convention on the international regulations for preventing collisions at 

sea, concluded in London. Effective in Tonga on 15 July 1977. 

 

 Nov 16 Convention for the protection of the world cultural and natural heritage, 

concluded in Paris. Effective in Tonga on 3 September 2004. 

 

 Dec 29 Convention on the prevention of marine pollution by dumping of wastes 

and other matter, concluded in Washington, Moscow, Mexico City and 

London. Effective in Tonga on 8 December 1995. 

 

1973 Mar 3 Convention on international trade in endangered species of wild fauna 

and flora, concluded in Washington. Effective in Tonga on 20 October 

2016. 

 

 Mar 21 Exchange of notes constituting an agreement concerning officers 

designated by the Government of the United Kingdom in the service of 

the Government of Tonga, concluded in Nuku’alofa, with retroactive 

effect from 1 April 1971. 

 

 Apr 17 Agreement establishing the South Pacific Bureau for economic co-

operation. Opened for signature at Apia on 17 April 1973. Effective for 

Tonga on 23 May 1985. 

 

 Jun 6  Exchange of notes constituting an agreement concerning the application 

of the Convention between Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the 

Netherlands regarding legal proceedings in civil and commercial 

matters, signed at London on May 31, 1932. Nuku’alofa, 6 June 1973, 

The Hague, 26 June 1975, and Nuku’alofa, 8 September 1975. Effective 

on 1 July 1976. 

 

 Oct 25 International Telecommunication Convention (with annexes, final 

protocol, additional protocols, resolutions, recommendations and 

opinions), concluded in Malaga-Torremolinos. Effective in Tonga on 22 

August 1977. 
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 Nov 2 Protocol relating to intervention on the high seas in cases of pollution by 

substances other than oil, concluded in London. Effective in Tonga on 1 

May 1996. 

 

 Dec 14 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against 

Internationally Protected Persons, including Diplomatic Agents, 

concluded in New York. Effective in Tonga on 8 January 2003. 

 

1974 Oct 16 Protocol relating to an Amendment to the Convention on International 

Civil Aviation (Article 50(a)), concluded in Montreal. Effective in 

Tonga on 5 February 2002. 

 

 Oct 17 Amendments to Articles 10,16,17,18,29,28,31 and 32 of the Convention 

on the International Maritime Organization, concluded in London. 

Effective in Tonga on 1 April 1978. 

 

 Nov 1 International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 

concluded in London. Effective in Tonga on 25 May 1980. 

 

 Dec 13 Athens Convention relating to the Carriage of Passengers and their 

Luggage by Sea, (PAL) concluded in Athens. Effective in Tonga on 28 

April 1987. 

 

   

1975 Jun 6 Georgetown Agreement on the organisation of the African, Caribbean 

and Pacific Group of States (ACP), concluded in Georgetown. Effective 

in Tonga on 12 April 1977. 

 

 Aug 8  Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, as amended by the Protocol 

amending the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, concluded in 

New York. Effective in Tonga on 5 September 1973.6 

 

1976 Mar 15 Exchange of notes constituting an agreement amending and extending 

the above-mentioned Agreement7, concluded in Nuku’alofa on 15 

March 1976. Effective in Tonga on 31 March 1976. 

 

 Mar 27 Constitution of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity, concluded in Bangkok. 

Effective in Tonga on 15 March 1992. 

 
6 Participation in the Convention by virtue of ratification, accession or succession to the Protocol of 25 March 1972 

or to the 1961 Convention after the entry into force of the Protocol 
7 Exchange of Notes Constituting an Agreement between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland and the Government of the Kingdom of Tonga concerning officers designated by the Government 

of the United Kingdom in the Service of the Government of Tonga 1973. 



15 
 

DATE OF 

CONCLUSION 

 

TREATY 

 

 

 May 17 Amendments to articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution of the World 

Health Organization, concluded in Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 20 

January 1984.  

 

 Jun 13 Agreement establishing the International Fund for Agricultural 

Development, concluded in Rome. Effective in Tonga on 12 April 1982.  

 

1977 Mar 14 Exchange of notes between Tonga and the United States of America 

constituting an agreement relating to extradition: continued application 

to Tonga of the United States-United Kingdom Treaty of 22 December 

1931, concluded in Wellington and Nuku’alofa. Effective in Tonga on 

13 April 1977. 

 

 Jun 1 Agreement regarding technical co-operation between the Federal 

Republic of Germany and Tonga concluded in Bonn. Effective in Tonga 

on 31 January 1978. 

 

 Jun 1 Treaty on friendly relations and co-operation between Tonga and the 

Federal Republic of Germany, concluded in Bonn. Effective in Tonga 

on 2 January 1978. 

 

 Jun 7 Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 

relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts 

(Protocol I) 

 

 Jun 7 Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and 

relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed 

Conflicts (Protocol II), 8 June 1977. 

 

 Jun 16 Memorandum of Understanding on the establishment of the Pacific 

Forum Line Limited, concluded in Suva. Effective in Tonga on 20 

August 1978. 

 

1978 Jul 7 International Convention on standards of training, certification and 

watchkeeping for seafarers, concluded in London. Effective in Tonga on 

7 May 1995.  

 

 Dec 1 Agreement concerning financial co-operation between Tonga and the 

Federal Republic of Germany, concluded in Nuku’alofa. Effective in 

Tonga on 1 December 1978. 
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1979 Apr 8 Constitution of the United Nations Industrial Development 

Organization, concluded in Vienna. Effective in Tonga on 13 August 

1986. 

 

 Jun 22 Amendment to article XI (3) (a) of the Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, concluded in 

Bonn. Effective in Tonga on 20 October 2016. 

 

 Jun 22 Amendments to the Plant Protection Agreement for the Southeast Asia 

and Pacific Region. Approved by the Council of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations at its seventy-fifth 

Session, Rome, 22 June 1979, in its resolution 5/75, concluded in Rome. 

Effective in Tonga on 16 February 1983. 

 

 Jun 28  Convention between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of Tonga providing 

for the Reciprocal Enforcement and recognition of judgements in civil 

matters, concluded in London. Effective in Tonga on 18 December 

1980. 

 

 Jul 10  South Pacific Forum Fisheries Agency Convention, concluded in 

Honiara. Effective in Tonga on 9 August 1979. 

 

 Oct 11 Agreement on the establishment of the South Pacific Board for 

Educational Assessment (with annexes), concluded in Papeete. Effective 

in Tonga on 14 November 1980. 

 

 Oct 31 Agreement on products within the province of the European Coal and 

Steel Community, concluded in Lome. Effective in Tonga on 1 January 

1981. 

 

 Oct 31 The Second ACP-EEC Convention (with protocols, final act and 

minutes of the Convention), concluded in Lome. Effective in Tonga on 

1 January 1981. 

 

 Oct 31 Exchange of letters constituting an agreement concerning the 

importation of beef and veal from The Group of African, Caribbean and 

Pacific States (ACP Group). Lome. Effective in Tonga on 1 January 

1981. 

 

 Nov 19 Agreement concerning financial co-operation between Tonga and the 

Federal Republic of Germany, concluded in Bonn. Effective in Tonga 

on this same date. 
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 Dec 17 International Convention Against the Taking of Hostages, concluded in 

New York. Effective in Tonga on 8 January 2003. 

 

1980 Jan 11 Convention between the Government of the French Republic and the 

Government of the Kingdom of Tonga on the Delimitation of Economic 

Zones, concluded in Nuku’alofa. Effective in Tonga on this same date. 

 

 Jan 11 Treaty of friendship and co-operation between Tonga and France, 

concluded in Nukualofa. Effective in Tonga on 22 May 1980. 

 

 Mar 3 Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, concluded 

in New York and Vienna. Effective in Tonga on 23 February 2003. 

   

 Jul 14 South Pacific Regional Trade and Economic Co-operation Agreement, 

concluded in Tarawa. Effective in Tonga on 1 January 1981. 

 

 Nov 26 Agreement between New Zealand and the Kingdom of Tonga 

concerning air services, concluded in Wellington. Effective in Tonga on 

26 November 1980. 

 

1981 Mar 6 Exchange of notes constituting an agreement amending and extending 

the above-mentioned Agreement of 21 March and 24 April 1973 

between Tonga and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland, as amended and extended. Concluded in Nuku’alofa. Effective 

on 31 March 1981. 

 

 May 20  Additional Regulations amending the International Health Regulations 

of 1969, as amended by the Additional Regulations of 23 May 1973, 

concluded in Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 1 January 1982. 

 

 Nov 11 Basic Agreement signed between Tonga and the United Nations (United 

Nations Capital Development Fund), concluded in Nuku’alofa. 

Effective in Tonga on this same date. 

   

1982 Jul 15 Memorandum of Understanding on the Commonwealth Foundation, 

concluded in London. Effective in Tonga on 14 February 1983. 

 

   

 Aug 16  Exchange of notes constituting an agreement between Tonga and the 

Federal Republic of Germany concerning the project “Marine Training 

School at Nuku’alofa”, concluded in Wellington. Effective in Tonga on 

22 November 1982. 



18 
 

DATE OF 

CONCLUSION 

 

TREATY 

 

 

 Nov 6 International Telecommunication Convention (with annexes, final 

protocol, additional protocols, resolutions, recommendation and 

opinions), concluded in Nairobi. Effective in Tonga on 11 January 1988. 

 

 Dec 10  United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, concluded in 

Montego Bay on 10 December 1982. Effective in Tonga on 1 September 

1995.  

 

1983 Mar 21 Convention on the transfer of sentenced persons, concluded in 

Strasbourg. Effective in Tonga on 1 November 2000.  

   

 Apr 5 Agreement concerning Financial Cooperation between the Federal 

Republic of Germany and Tonga, concluded in Nuku’alofa. Effective in 

Tonga on this same date. 

 

 Apr 30 Amendment to Article XXI of the Convention of 3 March 1973 on 

international trade in endangered species of wild fauna and flora, 

concluded in Gaborone. Effective in Tonga on 20 October 2016. 

   

 Aug 22 Investment Incentive Agreement between the Government of the United 

States of America and the Government of Tonga, concluded in 

Washington and Nuku’alofa. Effective in Tonga on 26 November 1984. 

   

 Nov 4 Loan Agreement between Tonga and the International Fund for 

Agricultural Development—Agricultural Credit Project (with schedules 

and General Conditions Applicable to Loan and Guarantee Agreements 

of the Fund dated 11 April 1978, as amended on 11 December 1978), 

concluded in Rome. Effective in Tonga on 17 January 1984. 

 

1984 May 25 Memorandum of understanding to confer upon the Committee for Co-

ordination of Joint Prospecting for Mineral Resources in South Pacific 

Offshore Areas (CCOP/SOPAC) status as an intergovernmental 

organization (with terms of reference of the Committee), concluded in 

Rarotonga. Effective in Tonga on 9 September 1984. 

 

 Nov 27 Exchange of notes constituting an arrangement amending the above-

mentioned agreement between the Federal Republic of Germany and 

Tonga, concluded in Wellington.8 Effective in Tonga on 20 December 

1984. 

   

 
8 Exchange of Notes constituting an agreement concerning the project "Marine Training School at Nuku'alofa" (with 

letter of understanding), concluded in Wellington on 16 August and 22 November 1982. 
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 Dec 8  Third ACP-EEC Convention (with protocols, annexes, final act, 

exchange of letters, minutes of signature, declaration of signature dated 

30 April 1985 and memorandum of rectification dated 8 May 1985), 

concluded in Lome. Effective in Tonga on 1 May 1986. 

 

1985 Mar 22 Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, concluded in 

Vienna. Effective in Tonga on 27 October 1998. 

 

 Apr 25 Letter of Amendment to the Loan Agreement (Agricultural Credit 

Project) between the Kingdom of Tonga and the International Fund for 

Agricultural Development, concluded in Nuku’alofa and Rome. 

Effective in Tonga on 20 June 1985. 

 

 Aug 6 South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty, concluded in Rarotonga. 

Effective for Tonga on 18 December 2000.  

 

 Nov 18 Agreement between the United States of America and Tonga concerning 

the provision of training related to defense articles under the United 

States International Military Education and Training (IMET) Program, 

concluded in Nuku’alofa and Suva. Effective for Tonga on 25 November 

1985. 

 

1986 May 12 Amendments to articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution of the World 

Health Organization, concluded in Geneva. Effective for Tonga on 11 

July 1994.  

 

 Oct 30 Exchange of notes between the Government of New Zealand and the 

Government of the Kingdom of Tonga Constituting an Agreement on 

the Waiver of Visas, concluded in Nuku’alofa. Effective in Tonga on 1 

December 1986.9 

   

   

   

   

   

1987 Apr 2 Treaty on fisheries between the Governments of certain Pacific Island 

States and the Government of the United States of America 

 

 Apr 2 Agreement among Pacific Island States concerning the implementation 

and administration of the Treaty on fisheries between the Governments 

of certain Pacific Island States and the Government of the United States 

of America 

 
9 Terminated 18 May 1987. 
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 Apr 16 

 

 

 

Jun 2 

 

Letter of Amendment to the Loan Agreement (Agricultural Credit 

Project) between the Kingdom of Tonga and the International Fund for 

Agricultural Development 

 

Tonga Development Bank Project (P004808) - Closed 

 Jul 15 Development Credit Agreement--Tonga Development Bank Project 

 

 Sep 16 Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, 

concluded in Montreal on 16 September 1987. Effective in Tonga on 27 

October 1998. 

 

1988 Jan 25 Convention on Mutual Administrative Assistance in Tax Matters, 

concluded in Strasbourg. Effective in Tonga on 1 January 2002 

   

 Jul 13 Loan Agreement--Rural Credit Project 

 

 Dec 20 United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 

Psychotropic Substances, concluded in Vienna. Effective in Tonga on 

28 July 1996. 

 

 

1989 Mar 22 Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of 

Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal concluded in Basel. Effective for 

Tonga on 24 June 2010. 

 

 Oct 6 Protocol relating to an amendment to article 56 of the Convention on 

International Civil Aviation 

 

 Nov 20 Convention on the Rights of the Child, concluded in New York. Entered 

into force for Tonga on 6 December 1995. 

 

 

 Nov 24 Convention for the Prohibition of Fishing with Long Driftnets in the 

South Pacific, concluded in Noumea on 24 November 1989. Effective 

for Tonga on  

   

 Nov 29 Amendments to articles 3 (5) and 9 (8) of the Constitution of the Asia-

Pacific Telecommunity 
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 Dec 15 Fourth ACP-EEC Convention (with protocols, final act, exchange of 

letters, minutes of signature, declaration of signature dated 19 December 

1990 and memorandum of rectification dated 22 November 1990) 

 

1990 Jan 4 Tonga Development Bank Project II (P004809) – Closed 

 

 Mar 7 Development Credit Agreement--Second Tonga Development Bank 

Project, concluded in Washington. Effective for Tonga on 9 August 

1990. 

 

 Jun 29 Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the 

Ozone Layer, concluded in London. Effective in Tonga on 24 February 

2004 

   

 Oct 10 Agreement Establishing the South Pacific Applied Geoscience 

Commission (SOPAC), concluded in Tarawa.  

   

 26 Oct  Protocol relating to an amendment to Article 50(a) of the Convention on 

International Civil Aviation 

 

 31 Oct  Agreement between the Kingdom of Tonga and the International Atomic 

Energy Agency for the application of safeguards in connection with the 

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of nuclear weapons 

 

 Nov 30  International Convention on oil pollution preparedness, response and 

cooperation, 1990 

 

   

1991 Jul 29  Agreement establishing the South Pacific Forum Secretariat. Opened for 

signature at Pohnpei on 29 July 199110 

 

 Oct 18 Exchange of notes constituting an arrangement concerning technical 

cooperation--Promotion of Vocational Training at the Tonga Maritime 

Polytechnical Institute (TMPI) 

 

 Nov 7 Amendments to the Convention on the International Maritime 

Organization (institutionalization of the Facilitation Committee) 

 

 
10 This Agreement, upon entry into force, shall terminate and replace the 1973 Agreement Establishing the South 

Pacific Bureau for Economic Cooperation as amended in 1977 and 1978, provided that upon such termination and 

replacement, all rights and obligations validly acquired or incurred under the provisions of the SPEC Agreement shall 

be deemed to have been so acquired or incurred under the provisions of this Agreement. 
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 Nov 29 Amendments to the Constitution of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity, 

concluded in Colombo on 29 November 1991. Effective in Tonga on 16 

March 2000. 

 

1992 May 9  United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, concluded 

in New York.. Effective in Tonga on 18 October 1998.  

 

 Jun 5 Convention on Biological Diversity, concluded at Rio De Janeiro on 5 

June 1992. Effective in Tonga on 17 August 1998.  

 

 Jul 9 Niue Treaty on Cooperation in Fisheries Surveillance and Law 

Enforcement in the South Pacific Region, concluded in Honiara. 

Effective for Tonga on 20 May 1993. 

   

 Jul 20 Agreement between the Government of the United States of America 

and the Government of the Kingdom of Tonga concerning the status of 

members of the United States armed forces in the Kingdom of Tonga, 

concluded in Suva. Effective on this same date. 

 

 Sep 3 Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, 

Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction, 

concluded in Geneva. Effective in Tonga on 28 June 2003.  

 

 Nov 25 Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the 

Ozone Layer, concluded in Copenhagen. Effective in Tonga on 24 

February 2004. 

   

1993 Jan 13  Convention on the prohibition of the development, production, 

stockpiling and use of chemical weapons and on their destruction, Paris 

13 January 1993 

 

 Jun 16 Agreement establishing the South Pacific Regional Environment 

Programme (SPREP), concluded. Effective for Tonga on 15 September 

1995. 

 

 Jul 15 Letter of Amendment to the Loan Agreement (Rural Credit Project) 

between the Kingdom of Tonga and the International Fund for 

Agricultural Development 

 

 Jul 16 Loan Agreement—Outer Islands Credit Project (with schedules and 

General Conditions Applicable to Loan and Guarantee Agreements of 

the Fund dated 19 September 1986), concluded in Rome. Effective in 

Tonga on 12 November 1993. 
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 Nov 4 Amendments to the Convention on the International Maritime 

Organization, concluded in London on 4 November 1993. Effective in 

Tonga on 7 November 2002. 

 

 Nov 12 Amendments to the Annexes to the Convention on the Prevention of 

Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and other Matter, 1972, 

concluded  

 

1994 Jul 28 Agreement relating to the implementation of Part XI of the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982, 

concluded in New York on 28 July 1994. Effective in Tonga on 1 

September 1995. 

 

 Sep 28 Agreement between Papua New Guinea and Fiji, Tonga, Solomon 

Islands, Vanuatu, Australia and New Zealand, concerning The Status Of 

Elements Of The Defence Forces Of Those Countries Deployed In The 

North Solomons Province Of Papua New Guinea As Part Of The South 

Pacific Peacekeeping Force, concluded in Suva and signed on 28 

September 1994, effective for Tonga on 7 October 1994 

 

 Oct 14 United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in those 

Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, 

particularly in Africa 

 

 Oct 14 Amendments to the Constitution and Convention of 22 December 1992 

 

1995 May 4 Exchange of notes constituting an agreement amending the Agreement 

between New Zealand and the Kingdom of Tonga concerning air 

services 

 

 May 23 Exchange of notes constituting an arrangement concerning technical 

cooperation--Promotion of Vocational Training at the Tonga Maritime 

Polytechnical Institute (TMPI) 

 

 Aug 4 Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating 

to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and 

Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, concluded in New York on 28 July 1994. 

Effective in Tonga on 11 December 2001.  

 

 Sep 16 Convention to Ban the Importation into Forum Island Countries of 

Hazardous and Radioactive Wastes and to Control the Transboundary 
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Movement and Management of Hazardous Wastes within the South 

Pacific Region  

   

1996 May 10 Exchange of letters constituting an agreement on arrangements for the 

visit by a New Zealand Defence Force contingent to the Kingdom of 

Tonga for Exercise TROPIC DAWN 96 

 

1997 Jan 30 Exchange of notes constituting an agreement to amend the Agreement 

concerning air services of 26 November 1980 

 

 Sep 17 Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the 

Ozone Layer, concluded in Montreal on 17 September 1997. Effective 

in Tonga on 24 February 2004. 

 

 Oct 22 Agreement between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of the Kingdom of 

Tonga for the promotion and protection of investments, concluded in 

London 22 October 1997. Effective for Tonga on 22 October 1997. 

 

 Nov 17 International Plant Protection Convention (new revised text) 

 

 Dec 11 Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change, concluded in Kyoto on 11 December 1997. Effective 

in Tonga on 13 April 2008. 

 

 Dec 15 International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings, 

concluded in New York on 15 December 1997. Effective in Tonga on 8 

January 2003. 

 

1998 May 16 Amendments to articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution of the World 

Health Organization, concluded in Geneva on 16 May 1998. Effective 

in Tonga on 15 September 2005.  

 

 Jun 18 Tampere Convention on the Provision of Telecommunication Resources 

for Disaster Mitigation and Relief Operations, concluded in Tampere on 

18 June 1998. Effective in Tonga on 8 January 2005. 

 

 Sep 10 Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for 

Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, 

concluded in Rotterdam on 10 September 1998. Effective in Tonga on 

29 June 2010.  
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 Nov 6  Instrument amending the Constitution of the International 

Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992) as amended by the 

Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994) 

 

1999 May 28 Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules for International 

Carriage by Air 

 

 Jun 17 Convention (No. 182) concerning the prohibition and immediate action 

for the elimination of the worst forms of child labour 

 

 Jul 8 Declaration of acceptance of the obligations contained in the Charter of 

the United Nations 

 

 Oct 18 Constitution of the South Pacific Tourism Organization, concluded in 

Apia on 18 October 1999. Effective on the same date of 18 October 

1999. 

   

 Dec 3 Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the 

Ozone Layer, concluded in Beijing on 3 December 1999. Effective in 

Tonga on 24 February 2004.  

 

 Dec 9 International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of 

Terrorism 

 

2000 Jan 29 Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity, concluded in Montreal on 29 January 2000. Effective in 

Tonga on 17 December 2003. 

 

 Jun 23 Partnership Agreement between the members of the African, Caribbean 

and Pacific Group of States of the one part, and the European 

Community and its Member States (Cotonou Agreement), concluded.  

 

 Sep 5 Convention on the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory 

Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean 

 

 Nov 15 United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime 

 

2001 May 1 Multilateral Agreement on the Liberalization of International Air 

Transportation, concluded in Washington. Effective for Tonga on 20 

January 2004. 

   

 May 22 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants 
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 Aug 18  Pacific Islands Countries Trade Agreement (PICTA), concluded in 

Nauru. Effective for Tonga on 13 April 2003. 

 

 Aug 18  Pacific Agreement on Closer Economic Relations, concluded in Nauru. 

Effective for Tonga on 3 December 2002. 

 

 Oct 5 International Convention on the control of harmful anti-fouling systems 

on ships, 2001 

 

 Nov 3 International Treaty on plant genetic resources for food and agriculture 

 

 Nov 23 Budapest Convention on Cybercrime 

   

2002 Feb 12 

 

 

May 30 

Air Services Agreement between the Government of New Zealand and 

the Government of the Kingdom of Tonga,  

 

Cyclone Emergency Recovery and Management Project (P075171) - 

Closed 

 

 Jun 28 Australian Grant Agreement (Cyclone Emergency Recovery and 

Management Project) between the Kingdom of Tonga and the 

International Development Association (as Administrator of Grant 

Funds provided by the Commonwealth of Australia) 

 

 Jun 28  Development Credit Agreement (Cyclone Emergency Recovery and 

Management Project) between the Kingdom of Tonga and the 

International Development Association 

 

 Oct 23 Amendments to the Constitution of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity, 

concluded in New Delhi on 23 October 2002. Effective on 2 August 

2007. 

 

   

2003 Mar 21 Agreement between the Government of the United States of America 

and the Government of the Kingdom of Tonga Regarding the Surrender 

of Persons to the International Criminal Court 

 

 May 21 WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 

 

 

 May 9 ADB Technical Assistance to the Kingdom of Tonga for the 

Rationalization of Public Enterprises (TN 36376) signed on 2 June 2003 

and closed on 31 October 2004) 
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 May 14 ADB Technical Assistance to the Kingdom of Tonga for Business 

Development Services (TN 36377), signed on 5 June 2003 and closed 

on 31 July 2006 

 

 Jul 24 

 

 

 

 

 

Agreement between Solomon Islands, Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, 

Papua New Guinea, Samoa and Tonga concerning the operations and 

status of the police and armed forces and other personnel deployed to 

Solomon Islands to assist in the restoration of law and order and security, 

concluded in Townsville on 24 July 2003. Effective for Tonga on 24 

July 2003. 

   

 Jul 24 Health Sector Support (P075230) - closed 

 

 Aug 15 Variation of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the 

Government of Australia and the South Pacific Board for Educational 

Assessment (SPBEA) 

 

 Aug 16 Pacific Islands Air Services Agreement (PIASA), concluded in 

Auckland on 16 August 2003 but not yet in force as per Art.26 . Tonga 

has signed. 

 

 Aug 23 Agreement between the Government of Australia and the Government 

of the Kingdom of Tonga relating to air services, concluded in Neiafu 

Vava‘u on 23 August 2003 and entered into force on the same date. 

 

 Sep 24 Development Credit Agreement (Health Sector Support Project) 

between the Kingdom of Tonga and the International Development 

Association 

 

   

 Oct 4 Agreement for the establishment of the Global Crop Diversity Trust 

 

   

   

 Oct 17 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

 Oct 31 United Nations Convention against Corruption 

 

 

 Nov 28 The Georgetown Agreement As Amended by Decision No 

1/LXXVIII/03 of the 78th Session of the Council of Ministers, adopted 
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in Brussels on 27 and 28 November 2003. Effective for Tonga 28 

November 2003. 

 

2004 Feb 13 International Convention for the control and management of ship's 

ballast water and sediments, 2004 

 

 Apr 1 Agreement for the Establishment of the Global Crop Diversity Trust, 

concluded in Rome on 1 April 2004. Effective for Tonga on 24 August 

2004. 

 

 Jul 5 Thailand-Australia Free Trade Agreement, concluded in Australia on  5 

July 2004. 11 

 

 Aug 7 The Pacific Islands Civil Aviation Safety and Security Treaty 

 

 Dec 16 ADB Technical Assistance (Financed by Japan Special Fund) to the 

Kingdom of Tonga for Youth Microenterprise Development (TN 

37151). Effective 25 January 2005, completed on 31 March 2009. 

   

 Dec 20  Rationalization of Public Enterprises (Phase 2) TA4514-TON, Effective 

on 20 December 2004. 

   

2005 May 23 International Health Regulations (2005) 

 

 Jul 5 Development Credit Agreement (Tonga Education Support Project) 

between the Kingdom of Tonga and the International Development 

Association 

 

 Sep 16 Technical Assistance to the Kingdom of Tonga for Preparing the 

Integrated Urban Development Project (Financed by the Japan Special 

Fund) (TON 38160) -Closed  

 

 Oct 19 International Convention against doping in sport 

 

 Oct 27 Agreement Establishing the Pacific Islands Forum, concluded in Port 

Moresby. Effective for Tonga on 27 October 2006. 

 

2006 Dec 13 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

 

 
11 Under Article 403(2) of this Agreement and in the related Memorandum of Understanding the following countries 

are referred to, amongst others: American Samoa, Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, Guam, Kiribati, Mariana 

Islands, Nauru, New Caledonia, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, 

Vanuatu, Wallis and Futuna Islands 
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 Dec 18 TA 4899-TON: Rationalization of Public Enterprises, Phase III (Japan 

Special Fund), approved on 18 December 2006 and signed on 9 January 

2007. Effective on same date 

   

2007 Jan 10 ADB Support for the Implementation of the Strategic Development Plan 

2006-07/2008-09, Signed on 10 Jan 2007 and completed on 30 June 

2009 

 

2007 May 18 Nairobi International Convention on the removal of wrecks, 2007 

 

2008 Jul 11 ADB Grant 0108-TON: Integrated Urban Development Sector Project 

(ADB Fund), signed on 11 July 2008. Effective 18 August 2008. – 

Closed. 

   

 Jul 17 

 

 

 

Financing Agreement (Tonga Transport Sector Consolidation Project) 

between the Kingdom of Tonga and the International Development 

Association 

 

 Jul 21 TA 7082-TON: Urban Planning and Management System (Japan 

Special Fund) Signed on 21 July 2008 and Effective on 21 July 2008. 

   

 Jul 28 Tonga Transport Sector Consolidation Project (P096931) - closed 

 

 Oct 15 Agreement on the establishment of the International Network for 

Bamboo and Rattan (revised) 

 

2009 Jan 26 Statute of the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) 

 

 May 22 ADB - TA 7271-TON: Reforming Public Enterprises (Technical 

Assistance Special Fund). Effective on 22 May 2009 

 Nov 22 Agreement on Port State Measures to prevent, deter and eliminate 

illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing 

 

 Dec 21 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Economic Support Program 

between Kingdom of Tonga and Asian Development Bank dated 21 

December 2009 (GN 0185-TON), Effective 26 Feb 2010 

   

2010 Jan 8 TA 7475-TON: Support for Economic and Strategic Management 

(Japan Special Fund), Effective on 8 Jan 2010. 

   

 Feb 22 

 

Agreement in the form of an exchange of letters between the 

Government of the French Republic and the Government of the 
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 Kingdom of Tonga on the status of French forces residing on Tongan 

territory 

 

 Oct 19 Financing Agreement (Energy Sector Development Policy Financing) 

between the Kingdom of Tonga and the International Development 

Association 

 

 Dec 16 TA 7631-TON: Integrated Urban Development Sector Project Phase II 

(Technical Assistance Special Fund) Effective on 16 December 2010 

   

2011 Jan 18 Grant 9151-REG: Social Protection of the Vulnerable in the Pacific 

(Cook Islands, Marshall Islands, and Tonga) (Japan Fund for Prosperous 

and Resilient Asia and the Pacific) 

   

 Aug 30 Pacific Regional Connectivity Program (P113184) – Closed 

 

 Sep 9 Grant 9151-REG: Social Protection of the Vulnerable in the Pacific 

(Cook Islands, Marshall Islands, and Tonga) (Japan Fund for Prosperous 

and Resilient Asia and the Pacific) 

   

   

 Oct 19 Tonga Energy Development Policy Operation (P121877) - Closed 

 

 Oct 29 

 

 

Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and 

Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization to the 

Convention on Biological Diversity 

 

 Nov 15 TA 7910-REG: Solid Waste Management in the Pacific, Effecitve on 

Same date 

 

 Nov 22 Tonga Economic Recovery Operation (P126453) – Closed 

 

 Dec 13 Pacific Aviation Investment – Tonga (P128939) – Closed 

 

   

2012 Jan 10 TA 7959 – TON Implementing Strategic Economic Management, 

(Technical Assistance Special Fund)  

  TA 7959-TON: Implementing Strategic Economic Management 

(supplementary) (Government of Australia) 

  TA 7959-TON: Implementing Strategic Economic Management 

(Supplementary) (Technical Assistance Special Fund) 

  TA 7959-TON: Implementing Strategic Economic Management 

(Supplementary) (Technical Assistance Special Fund). 
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 Jan 11 Grant Agreement (Externally Financed) for Nuku’alofa Urban 

Development Sector Project between Kingdom of Tonga and Asian 

Development Bank 

(GN 0265-TON) 

 Jan 11 Grant Agreement (Special operations) (Nuku’alofa Urban Development 

Sector Project) between Kingdom of Tonga and Asian Development 

Bank (GN 0264-TON)  

 Jan 23  TA 7940-TON: Outer Island Renewable Energy Project (Japan Fund for 

Prosperous and Resilient Asia and the Pacific) 

 

  TA 7940-TON: Outer Island Renewable Energy Project (supplementary 

financing) (Clean energy fund under the Clean Energy Financing 

Partnership Facility) 

 

 Feb 17 Grant Agreement (Pacific Aviation Investment Program – Tonga 

Aviation Investment Project) between the Kingdom of Tonga and the 

International Development Association 

 

 May 25 

 

 

Financing Agreement (Tonga Rural Innovation Project (TRIP)) between 

the Kingdom of Tonga and the International Fund for Agricultural 

Development 

  

Jun 25 

 

 

 

Institutional and Regulatory Framework Strengthening Project 

(P131250) – Closed 

 

 Nov 15 Tonga Economic Recovery Operation II (P130824)  

 

 Dec 8 Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol 

 

 Dec 5 TA 8238-REG- Strengthenng Disaster and Climate Risk Resilience in 

Urban Development in the Pacific 

 

   

2013 Jan 28 Agreement between the Government of the Kingdom of Tonga and the 

United Nations Development Programme 

 

 May 1 

 

 

 

 

Agreement between the Government of New Zealand and the Kingdom 

of Tonga concerning the Temporary Stay of Members of The New 

Zealand Armed Forces on the Territory of the Kingdom of Tonga 

(Tonga – New Zealand Visiting Forces Agreement) 

 



32 
 

DATE OF 

CONCLUSION 

 

TREATY 

 

  Jun 4 Tonga Energy Road Map Implementation Project (P122939) – 

(dropped) 

 

 

 Oct 10 Minamata Convention on Mercury 

 

  

Nov 18 

 

First Economic Reform Support Operation (P144601) – Closed  

 

 Dec 2  Grant Agreement (Externally Financed) for Outer Island Renewable 

Energy Project, (GN 0348-TON) between Kingdom of Tonga and Asian 

Development Bank 

 

  Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Outer Island Renewable 

Energy Project (GN 0347-TON) BETWEEN THE Kingdom of Tonga 

and Asian Development Bank 

   

 Dec 9 

 

 

 

Financing Agreement (First Economic Reform Support Operation – 

Development Policy Financing) between the Kingdom of Tonga and the 

International Development Association 

 

   

2014 Feb 25 Grant Grant Agreement (ADB Strategic Climate Fund) for Climate 

Resilience Sector Project GN0378-TON 

 

 May 28 

 

Tonga Cyclone IAN Reconstruction and Climate Resilience Project 

(P150113) – Closed 

 

   

 Jun 25 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) (Cyclone Ian Recovery Project) 

between Kingdom of Tonga and Asian Development Bank GN 0389-

TON 

 

 Oct 29 Tonga – Second Economic Reform Support Operation (P149963) – 

Closed  

 

   

   

2015 Jun 30 

 

 

 

Jun 19 

Financing Agreement (Pacific Resilience Project under the Pacific 

Resilience Program) between the Kingdom of Tonga and the 

International Development Association 

 

 Pacific Resilience Program (P156334) 
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Jun 19 

 

 

 Pacific Resilience Program (P154840) 

 

 Sep 4 

 

Sep 29 

Charter of the Pacific Islands Development Forum 

 

Tonga Transport Sector Consolidation Project – Additional Financing 

 

 

 Oct 30 GRANT AGREEMENT (Externally Financed)  (Outer Island 

Renewable Energy Project – Additional Financing (GN 0445-TON) 

   

   

 Oct 30 GRANT AGREEMENT (Externally Financed)  (Outer Island 

Renewable Energy Project – Additional Financing) (GN 0446-TON) 

BETWEEN kot and ADB 

 

 Oct 30 GRANT AGREEMENT (Special Operations)  (Outer Island Renewable 

Energy Project – Additional Financing)(GN 0444-TON) 

   

   

2016 Mar 9 Tonga Aviation Investment Project – Additional Financing (P156018) – 

Closed 

 

 Mar 16 Tonga First Inclusive Growth Development Policy Operation (P155133) 

– Closed 

 

 May 26 Amendment to the Grant Agreement (Externally Financed) for Grant 

0446-TON: Outer Island Renewable Energy Project – Additional 

Financing (Effective 14 June 2016) 

 

 Jun 7 Financing Agreement (Special Operations) for Loan 3393-TON and Grant 0479-
TON: Building Macroeconomic Resilience Program - Subprogram 1 

 

 Jun 14 Amendment to the Grant Agreement (Externally Financed) for Grant 0446-
TON: Outer Island Renewable Energy Project - Additional Financing 

 

 Oct 15 Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the 

Ozone Layer 
 

 Nov 3 Amendment to the Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 

0347-TON: Outer Island Renewable Energy Project, Effective on 16 

November 2016. 
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 Nov 15 

 

 

Framework Agreement on the establishment of the International Solar 

Alliance (ISA) 

 

 Nov 16 Amendment to the Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 

0347-TON: Outer Island Renewable Energy Project 

 

 Nov 18 Financing Agreement (Amending and Restating the Original Financing 

Agreement) (Tonga Transport Sector Consolidation Project) between 

the Kingdom of Tonga and the International Development Association 

   

 Dec 12 

 

Paris Agreement 

 

 

 

2017 Jan 31 Financing Agreement (Special Operations) for Loan 3509 and Grant 

0528-TON: Outer Island Renewable Energy Project – Additional 

Financing 

 

 Feb 15 Amendment to the Grant Agreement for Grant 0256-TON: Tonga-Fiji Submarine 
Cable Project, Effective 2 March 2017 

 

   

 Mar 3 –Amended and Restated Grant Agreement (Externally Financed) for 

Grant 0265-TON: Nuku’alofa Urban Development Sector Project 

   

   

 May 31 Loan Agreement (Concessional) for Loan 3531-TON: Building 

Macroeconomic Resilience Program - Subprogram 2 

 

 May 31 Grant Agreement for Grant 0532-TON: Building Macroeconomic 

Resilience Program - Subprogram 2 

   

   

 Apr 19 Amendment to the Amended and Restated Grant Agreement for Grant 

0265-TON (EF): Nuku’alofa Urban Development Sector Project 

 

 

 Apr 27 Tonga Second Inclusive Growth Development Policy Operation 

(P159262) – Closed 

 

 Jun 14 Pacific Agreement on Closer Economic Relations Plus 

 

 Jul 13 Amendment to the Grant Agreement for Grant No. 0389-TON(SF): 

Cyclone Ian Recovery Project, Effective 31 July 2017 
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 Oct 11 Amended and Restated Grant Agreement (Externally Financed) for 

Grant 0265-TON: Nuku'alofa Urban Development Sector Project 

 

2018 Jan 18 Tonga Aviation Infrastructure Investment Project (P124362) – dropped 

 

 Feb 22 Grant Agreement (Asia Pacific Disaster Response Fund) for Grant 0567-

TON: Tropical Cyclone Gita Emergency Response Project 

 

 Feb 23 

 

 

 

Jun 15 

Financing Agreement (Tonga Rural Innovation Project – Phase II (TRIP 

II)) between the Kingdom of Tonga and the International Fund for 

Agricultural Development 

 

Tonga Second Inclusive Growth Development Policy Operation: 

Supplemental Financing (P167330) - Closed 

 

 Jun 18 Exchange of letters constituting arrangements between the United 

Nations and the Government of the Kingdom of Tonga for the "Pacific 

Regional Preparatory Meeting of SIDS for the mid-term review of the 

Samoa Pathway" held in Nuku'alofa, Tonga from 19 to 21 June 2018 

 

 Jul 2 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 0575-TON: Cyclone 

Gita Recovery Project 

   

 Jul 18 Additional financing for the Pacific Resilience Project under the Pacific 

Resilience Program (P167166) 

 

 Aug 8 Grant Agreement (Externally Financed - Global Environment Facility) 

for Grant 0587-TON: Outer Island Renewable Energy Project - 

Additional Financing 

   

 Aug 8 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 0586-TON: Outer Island 
Renewable Energy Project - Additional Financing 

   

 Aug 8 Grant Agreement (Externally Financed - the Government of Australia) for 
Grant 0588-TON: Outer Island Renewable Energy Project - Additional 
Financing 

 

 Aug 28 Skills and Employment for Tongans (P161541) 

 

 Oct 3 Framework Agreement on the establishment of the International Solar 

Alliance (ISA), as amended on 3 October 2018 

 

 Nov 29 Tonga Climate Resilient Transport Project (P161539) 



36 
 

DATE OF 

CONCLUSION 

 

TREATY 

 

   

 Nov 29 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 0624-REG: Systems 

Strengthening for Effective Coverage of New Vaccines in the Pacific 

Project 

   

2019 Apr 17 Tonga Pathway to Sustainable Oceans (P164941) 

 

 May 9 Tonga Digital Government Support Project (P154943) 

 

 May 16 Tonga Third Inclusive Growth Development Policy Operation 

(P159263) – Closed 

   

 Jun 7 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 0647-TON: Building 

Macroeconomic Resilience Program, Subprogram 3 

   

 Jul 8 Agreement between the United Nations Office for Project Services and 

the Kingdom of Tonga concerning the establishment of an Office in 

Nuku'alofa, Kingdom of Tonga 

 

 Jul 19 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 6018-TON: Transport 

Project Development Facility 

   

   

 Aug 29  Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 0650-TON: 

Introducing eGovernment through Digital Health 

   

 Sep 13 Amended and Restated Grant Agreement (Externally Financed) for 

Grant 0265-TON: Nuku'alofa Urban Development Sector Project 

 

 Sep 13 Grant Agreement (Externally Financed - the Government of Australia) 

for Grant 0642-TON: Renewable Energy Project 

 

 Sep 13 Grant Agreement (Externally Financed - Green Climate Fund) for Grant 

0641-TON: Renewable Energy Project 

 

 Sep 13 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 0640-TON: Renewable 

Energy Project 

 

 Sep 13 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 0651-TON: Integrated 

Urban Resilience Sector Project 

 

 Sep 30 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 0668-TON: Pacific 

Disaster Resilience Program - Phase 2 
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2020 Feb 11 Statistical Innovation and Capacity Building in Tonga (P171377) 

 

 Apr 8 Grant Agreement (Asia Pacific Disaster Response Fund) for Grant 0693-

TON: COVID-19 Emergency Response Project 

 

 May 12 

 

Tonga First Resilience Development Policy Operation (P171071) – 

Closed 

 

 May 12 Grant Agreement (Asia Pacific Disaster Response Fund) for Grant 0698-

TON: Tropical Cyclone Harold Emergency Response Project 

   

  

Jun 5 

 

 

Tonga Climate Resilient Transport Project Additional Financing 

(P174077) 

 

 Jun 26 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 0709-TON: 

Strengthening Macroeconomic Resilience Program 

 

 Dec 9  

 

 

Tonga Supporting Recovery after dual shocks Development Policy 

Operation (P174683) – Closed  

 

 Dec 14 Grant Agreement (Externally Financed) for Grant 0768-TON: Outer 

Island Renewable Energy Project (4th Additional Financing) 

 

 Dec 14 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 0755-TON: Pacific 

Disaster Resilience Program (Phase 3) 

 

   

2021 Jan 12 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 0774-TON: 

Nuku’alofa Port Upgrade Project 

 

 Mar 31 Amendment to the Grant Agreement for Grant 0768-TON: Outer Island 

Renewable Energy Project (4th Additional Financing), Effective on 7 

May 2021 

 

 May 20 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 0789-REG: Systems 

Strengthening for Effective Coverage of New Vaccines in the Pacific 

Project under the Asia Pacific Vaccine Access Facility (Additional 

Financing) 
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 Nov 17 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 0807-TON: Economic 

Recovery Support Program 

 

 Dec 10 

 

Dec 10 

 

Tonga Climate Resilient Transport Project II (P176208) 

 

Tonga Safe and Resilient School Project (P174434) 

 

2022 Feb 10 Grant Agreement (Asia Pacific Disaster Response Fund) for Grant 0824-

TON: Volcanic Eruption Emergency Response Project 

 

 Mar 10 Grant Agreement (Asia Pacific Disaster Response Fund) for Grant 0829-

TON: COVID-19 Emergency Response 

 

 Jun 9 Tonga Second Resilience Development Policy Financing: Supplemental 

Financing (P178698) 

 

 Jun 24 Additional financing to the Tonga Safe and Resilience Schools Project 

(P178849) 

 

 Jun 24 Additional financing to the Pacific Resilience Program in Tonga 

(P178848) 

   

 Jul 22 Amendment to the Grant Agreements for Grant 0640, 0641, 0642-TON: 

Renewable Energy Project 

 

 Oct 10 Air Services Agreement between the Kingdom of Tonga and the United 

Arab Emirates 

   

 Dec 8 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 0868-TON: 

Nuku’alofa Network Upgrade Project 

 

 

2023 Mar 15 Grant Agreement (Special Operations) for Grant 0883-REG: Pacific 

Disaster Resilience Program, Phase 4 (Tonga) 

 
 


